
GUARD DUTY 
Family Bible Study – February 10, 2021 

 

Don’t Open Until Told 😊 
 

 

 
 
1. What’s the worst experience you have 

had losing something? 

 

 

 

 
2. Name something you lost that you 

never got back. 

 

 

 

 
3. Name something you guard more 

closely than anything else. 

 

 

 

 
4. Do you need to be more on guard about 

losing things in the city or in the 

country?  
 

GUARDIANS OF THE GARDEN 
Genesis 2:15 

 

 
 

• Adam & Eve were made to care for Eden.  

 Eden was one of the regions in the 

new world God made. 

 Its exact location is unknown. 

 The Garden was part of the land of 

Eden (“The Garden in Eden”). 
 

• All the world was good, Eden was 

wonderful, but the Garden was best. 

 Eden means “delight.” 

 It was cultivated by God himself and 

then handed over to mankind. 

 Eden had wild animals in it, but it 

seems none were in the Garden. 

▪ “cattle” = domesticated animals 

▪ “beasts of the field” = wild 

animals 

LETTING DOWN THEIR GUARD  
Genesis 3:1-6 

 

The English word “garden” is related to the 

word “guard.” It is a guarded piece of land 

over which special care is given. 
 

What sort of things do you guard against 

in a garden? 

 

 

 

 
• Adam & Eve find an unexpected visitor in 

the Garden, the serpent. 

 Snakes are pretty different from other 

wild animals. 

 But there was something even more 

different about this one. 

 It seems that Satan either possessed a 

snake or took the form of one. 

 

• Adam & Eve probably knew what angels 

were and may have had conversations 

with them already. 

 They probably couldn’t keep the 

snake out, but they should have been 

on guard. 

 Because of what they did (and didn’t 

do), they not only lost the Garden—

they lost their souls, too. 



THE GALE IN THE GARDEN 
Genesis 3:8-19 

 

 
 

• Adam & Eve see God angry! 3:8 

 He may have shown up like a howling 

storm (“in the wind of the day”). 

 The term “walking” means here 

“moving back and forth.” 

 Whatever they saw, they knew they 

were guilty. 

• God announced judgment on them all: 

on the snake for his deception, & on the 

couple for their distrust & disobedience.  

 

GRACE FOR GUILTY 
Genesis 3:20-21 

• Mixed in with the curses was mercy. 

 Things weren’t as bad as possible. 

 There would still be work to do; there 

would still be growth to their family. 

• Eve gets her name. 3:20 

 Before that, her name was “woman.” 

 Her new name (pronounced, hawwah) 

is related to the word “life.” 

• Both get costly garments from God. 3:21 

• So, there is life in the midst of death, and 

death bringing benefit to the living. 

CHANGING OF THE GUARDS 
Genesis 3:23-24 

 

 
 

• Adam & Eve failed miserably at keeping 

the Garden—much less themselves! 
 

• Part of the punishment for their sin was 

their loss of the garden. 3:23 

 Not only would they not be able to 

enjoy it, 

 They’d no longer have the privilege of 

keeping it. 
 

• New guardians are appointed. 3:24 

 This is the first explicit reference to 

angels in the Bible. 

 Cherubim are 

described in other 

books as having 

animal like 

features. Ezk 10:1-

10; Rev. 4:6-11 

 They are tasked in 

part with something Adam & Eve 

failed in doing: guarding the Garden. 

 In addition to these fierce creatures 

is a single, flaming, whirling sword—

quietly saying, “Stay out!” 

 A BETTER KEEPER 
Genesis 4 and Onward 

 

• As Genesis & the OT continue, we find 

that mankind doesn’t get better. 

 Mankind continues in its fall from 

grace. 

 They’re no better at keeping God’s 

commands. 

 They can’t even keep each other (“Am 

I my brother’s keeper?” Gen 4:9)! 

 Israel won’t be able to keep the Law 

either. 
 

• This is not the time for us to think about 

how dumb these people are. 

 When we read about them being 

cast out of the Garden, we’re not to 

think, “Look how bad THEY were.” 

 No, we’re to see ourselves there, 

because we’d do the same thing. 
  

• The good news is that there is a Better 

Keeper, one Man who was perfectly 

able to keep all God required. 

 2 Corinthians 5:21 

 And this Man who 

perfectly kept 

God’s Word can 

perfectly keep us! 

And he’s keeping 

a place for us in 

the Paradise to 

come! 


